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SSC Laser (formerly Steel
Service Centre), the all
round laser cutting sub-
contractor, has placed
an order with Bystronic
UK Limited for
equipment valued at in
excess of £350,000 for a
Bystronic Byspeed laser
cutting system equipped
with 4.4 kW resonator.
It is the sixth Bystronic
laser (and the third
Byspeed) to be
purchased by the
company since 2000
and represents an
overall investment of
over £2M.

SSC Laser is undergoing an expansion programme
and this latest machine will be sited at a new site
in Peterlee, County Durham.  The Byspeed
emphasises the company’s core confidence in laser
cutting and, importantly, with Bystronic UK
Limited in particular.

Austin Jarrett, SSC Laser’s managing director,
comments: “SSC Laser believes it has a
responsibility to offer its customers the very best in
terms of customer service, delivery times, quality
of product and price.  When we took the decision
to expand the company we looked at our
complete business strategy as opposed to just
going ahead and building on our existing site.

“We surveyed our customers to find out their
impressions and views on SSC Laser and three
overwhelming points were made:  they like doing
business with us as we are friendly and
professional, we offer fast delivery times, often
within 24 hours where possible, and we are
local.”

“Their views on locality encouraged us to set up

new locations throughout the country. With the
right management team and the right equipment
in place we have ensured our high standards of
service will be maintained and orders delivered
within 24 hours.  During the past 18 months we
have been building up business in these new areas
from our Hixon site and Peterlee will be the first of
the locations to open.”

Mr Jarrett concludes: “Traditionally laser cutting
has been most suited to material thickness of 6
mm and above.  However, the Byspeed is capable
of cutting thin materials very quickly – something
which is very pertinent to punching technology.
We have been able to attract those customers
who were using punching technology and they
are now reaping the benefits of laser cutting.
Because of this, when it came to investing in
equipment for the new SSC Laser site, we were
never in any doubt that the Byspeed laser cutting
system was the most suitable option for us and
we opened negotiations with Bystronic at the
recent MACH exhibition.”

www.steelservicecentre.co.uk

Front Row Left to Right - Austin Jarrett - (Managing Director - SSC Laser Cutting), David Larcombe (Managing Director), 
Back Row Left to Right - Andy Evans (Sales Director), Lawrence Cairns (Area Sales Manager)

CONFIDENCE IN 
LASER CUTTING
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Nearly two thousand homes in the
Cambridgeshire village of
Longstanton had their phones cut
off in February when several
hundred metres of BT’s
underground copper cables were
stolen. Across the UK, churches
have been badly hit with lead
roofing being ripped off, with
insurance claims of more than
£8million in the past 12 months
compared with £1 million the
previous year.  According to Richard
Gibson,  Affinity Solutions Executive
at Towergate’s Leicester office, these
are just two examples of the huge
increase in metal theft across the
UK. He says; “The value non-ferrous
metals have more than doubled as a
result of the booming demand from
India and China in particular. School
roofs, manhole covers and power
lines have all been targeted as
millions of pounds worth of metal
have been stolen.
It is estimated that in Cambridgeshire metal
theft is up 170% in a year, in West Mercia
120%, in the West Midlands 112% and
100% in Warwickshire and Sussex. The theft
of rail signalling copper has, according to
British Transport Police (BPT), become its

biggest problem after terrorism. Commercial
premises have been targeted, too. There have
been instances where thieves have broken
into buildings through the walls of adjoining
units, work in progress being taken from
production lines and vacant buildings nearly
wrecked by water pipes and other metal
fittings being stripped out – resulting in
serious damage. Richard Gibson offers the
following advice:

• Review your physical security
arrangements. The site perimeter, building
exterior and high value stores are all areas
to consider.

• Is your intruder alarm system adequate? 

• Many alarms are restricted to office areas.
Can these be extended?

• Consider CCTV as part of your overall
security, though it’s important to choose the
right system.

• Make sure you have the right insurance
cover. Have you increased your sums
insured to cover the raised values?

• Make sure your business continuity plan
includes your plans to deal with raw
material shortage.

For further information or assistance
regarding this, or if you would like us to
review your present insurance and risk
arrangements, please contact Richard
Gibson on 0116 2405325. 

Email: richard.gibson@towergate.co.uk

The Body Assembly team at Bentley
Motors has been awarded a Gold
Medal by the Institute of Sheet Metal
Engineering (ISME) in recognition of its

advanced sheet metal engineering and
production skills.  ISME’s Chairman,
Dilwyn Gurney, presented the special
award on 16th July to Gary Picken,
Bentley’s Senior Production Manager at
Bentley headquarters in Crewe,
Cheshire.
The ISME Technical Officer was particularly impressed
by the seamless joint on the Brooklands rear quarter
panel that was engineered and developed at Crewe.
In designing the limited edition Brooklands model the
Bentley design team was able to introduce features
that call upon the traditional coach-building skills of
Bentley’s craftsmen and women.  The creation of this
unique joint is a perfect example of those skills and
enabled the Brooklands to attain the required mirror
finish car body that is one of Bentley’s hallmarks.   

David Glennon from ISME commented “We felt that
the passion for quality, technical innovation for low

volume production and a desire for technical
excellence that we witnessed in Bentley’s Body
Assembly department was worthy of our Gold Medal
award”.  He continued “Bentley’s manufacturing
team have made an outstanding contribution to
automotive production engineering, continuing
Bentley’s track record of success and growth.”  

The 127 experienced associates in Bentley’s body
assembly department complete almost every stage of
the body production process by hand, from sub-
assembly, profiling and finishing to current process
optimisation and assessment of panel feasibility on
future models.  They work on Bentley’s exclusive
hand built range the Arnage, Azure and Brooklands
models.   Ben Mooiman, Bentley’s Production
Manager in Body Assembly said, “We are all
delighted that Bentley’s expertise has been
recognised by ISME, it proves that the handcrafting
of sheet metal is still very much present in the British
Automotive Industry.”

GOLD MEDAL AWARD FOR 
BENTLEY MOTORS’CRAFTSMEN 

It’s a Steel!
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Alistair Darling’s
Treasury team is
certainly well-
briefed about
Britain’s
metalforming
sector, after
visiting one of
CBM’s most
successful
member firms,
Milton Keynes
Pressings.

Finance Director Arthur Sanders and HR Manager Steve
Graves gave six members of the Chancellor’s staff a tour of
the Milton Keynes plant, and used the occasion to highlight a
raft of tax, finance and training issues.

The visit, arranged by EAMA* secretary Rupert Hodges,
comes in the run-up to Darling’s pre-Budget statement,
expected in late October or November.

“They were certainly impressed by the number and variety of
operations which took place on our site,” says Saunders. 

“I don’t think they’d been round an engineering plant
before, so it was very useful to make them realise just what
our manufacturing industry can do.”

Among the topics raised by Saunders was the increase in
corporation tax from 18 to 20%, and the abolition of first-
year capital allowances.

“Neither move was helpful and I cited the example of our
spending of £500,000 on a laser machine. Under the
previous system, we’d have received 40% tax relief in the first
year,” he says.

Saunders then highlighted the difficulty for businesses
moving - as MKP will soon - from SME status, to being rated
by the Revenue as a large company.

“The tax demands in your first year are penal, because you
begin making advance payments of tax. At a time when
every manufacturer is looking at the pennies, a taper relief
would surely make more sense.”

Saunders also aired the need for a revision of government
rules concerning companies affected by the Climate Change
Levy.

“We receive our rebate through the CBM, but not all our
equipment is covered by the current definition of
metalforming. We have three machines in a row, two get the
rebate, but the laser-cut machine in the middle doesn‘t,
which is absurd.”

All the points were politely received, but Saunders feels the
latter struck a particular chord.

“I am optimistic that they returned to the Treasury, accepting
that the rebate scheme should be extended, although of
course we will not know until the pre-Budget
announcement, if our case has been accepted.”

His colleague then asked the visitors to consider the lack of
vocational skills acquired by UK school-leavers. 

“I pointed out that youngsters from this country know
virtually nothing about manufacturing, whereas when we
receive CVs from people of similar ages educated in Eastern
Europe, they can already weld, and have basic engineering
skills,” says Graves.

He also suggested that a qualification system which focused
more on new training, rather than existing skills, would have
merit.

“We have seen NVQs become tremendously popular, but
whilst they are great for morale, they don’t increase skill levels
in the workplace,” says Graves.

“Let’s hope that the Treasury team learned a lot from their
visit, and that they’ll be able to feed at least some of our
thoughts into the pre-Budget process.”

*EAMA = The Engineering and Machinery Alliance

The motor industry’s Tier One suppliers have
been squeezing component prices for so long
that ’cost-down’ contracts have become a way of
life for SMEs.

However, the latest terms and conditions are so
onerous - and potentially damaging - that we have
decided to take action.

At an EIFI* meeting earlier this month, it became
clear that the new hardline strategy from OEMs was
being replicated across Europe.

It has now become commonplace for them to issue
debit notes for even the most minor infringement of
supply contracts, effectively winning discounts which
have not been agreed between the supplier and the
OEM buyers.

The decision of manufacturers to offer three-year
warranties on many vehicles is also exposing
suppliers to potential legal claims which would cause
significant damage.

However, the OEM buyers seem determined to
impose supply contracts which offer SMEs no
protection.

On returning from the EIFI meeting, the CBM
delegation - myself, Paul Denning from Barton Cold-
Form, and Caparo Fastenings’ Gary Dixon - decided
that the new hardline approach could not go
unchallenged.

We are now recommending that members receiving
debit notes contact us, so we can assess the scale on
which they are being issued.

We also suggest that suppliers refuse to sign the new
Ts & Cs, and let the relevant OEM buyer know in
writing why they are doing so.

Members must also check what Ts & Cs they are
supplying against, for all OEMs, and establish what
level of protection their insurance offers.

We will not embroil members or ourselves in
expensive legal battles, but we do have the right to
oppose unfair practices, and one-sided supply
contracts.

For further information please contact John
Houseman at the CBM offices on 0121 601 6350.

*EIFI = European Industrial Fasteners Institute

CBM LEADS FIGHTBACK
AGAINST NEW OEM
‘HARDLINE’ STRATEGY
By John Houseman CBM Director General

In July, a sequence of information
sessions by the ‘UK Competent
Authority’ for REACH, has helped to
clarify what metalforming companies
have to do in order to comply with the
REACH directive. One of the meetings
was at the National Metalforming
Centre (NMC), the presenter being
Mike Potts from the UK REACH
Competent Authority, who also gave a
series of road shows in July around the
country. Subsequently, Mike helped to
write a ‘Position Statement’ for CBM
member companies, which we hope
will help members to satisfy their
customer enquiries about REACH. The
position statement is on the CBM
website.
It is not expected that metalforming companies will
have to register anything under the REACH directive.
In the parlance of the directive, they are converting
‘articles’ into ‘more complex articles’, and the finished
articles do not intentionally release anything into the

environment. Even when a coating or plating is
added, they are still ‘articles’ so there is no need to
register any of the finished products. Exceptions are if
the manufacturer imports more than one tonne of a
chemical direct from a non-EU source. For this activity,
the chemical will need to be registered. Also, if any of
the finished products contain a substance of very high
concern (SVHC), its use will need to be authorised.
But having seen the initial list of 16 SVHCs issued by
the European Chemicals Agency on 30th June, it is
not very likely that fastener manufacturers will use
such materials.

However there is an expectation that all
manufacturers will assess their manufacturing
processes to determine what chemicals or
preparations they use. They will need to ensure that
their supplier will pre-register these materials with
ECHA, in order that they are assured of continuity of
supply. They should also request an updated safety
data sheet, when it becomes available, because the
REACH has altered the required content of the SDS.
Finally, they need to ask whether there are any SVHCs
in the material. 

Having done this, the documentary evidence should
be kept in a file, so that the relevant enforcement
agency can see that the assessment has been done in
full compliance with the requirements of the directive.

DavyMarkham has now relocated and streamlined its in-
house fabrication department, to improve and accelerate
customer service. 

VISIT TO MK PRESSINGS
GIVES TREASURY FOOD
FOR THOUGHT

REACH Requirements
Clarified for Metalforming
Manufacturers



All events are held at the CBM Headquarters, National Metalforming Centre, West Bromwich, B70 6PY, unless otherwise stated. 

If any member is particularly interested in attending any of the above events, 
and is not sure of registration details, please contact CBM for further details on 0121 601 6350

National Metalforming Centre  |  47 Birmingham Road  |  West Bromwich  |  West Midlands  |  B70 6PY
Tel: 0121 601 6350  |  Fax: 0121 601 6373  |  Email: info@britishmetalforming.com  |  Web: www.britishmetalforming.com

2008 CBM Events
September
2 10.30am CBM Accident Reduction Working Party Meeting 
7-12 International Forging Congress - Chicago, USA
14-17 ICOSPA Congress (Sheet Metal) – USA
22-23 Fastener Fair – Budabest. W: fastenerfair.com
30 10.30am CBM Sheet Metal Sector Meeting – Covpress
30 9.30am CBM Finance Meeting – Conference Call
October
1 10.00am CBM Executive Board Meeting
1-2 Northern Manufacturing Show – Sheffield. W: industry.co.uk
2 10.30am CBM Health, Safety & Environment Group Meeting
7 10.30am CRSA AGM & Members’ meeting
9 CBM Workshop – Buying and selling companies

21-25 Euro Blech 2008 – Hanover, Germany. W: euroblech.com
21 CBM Workshop – Metallurgy for non-metallurgists
26-30 Interbuild 2008 Show – NEC, Birmingham. W:interbuild.com
November
6 CBM Workshop – Simulation of sheet metal forming
26 CBM Workshop – Heat treatment of steel
December
10 CBM Workshop – 2012 Olympics – Winning Contracts
11 am CBM Sector Meetings – Venues to be confirmed
2009 CBM Events
March
10-13 BLECH Russia
April
8 7.30pm CBM Metals Industry Dinner & Awards - 

Meriden, Nr Birmingham

Over 150 of the region’s top suppliers will be
demonstrating the latest technologies, processes and
design engineering solutions for reducing waste,
improving productivity and profitability. The show also
offers knowledge transfer to local business through
the unique free seminar programme running over

both days of the event – these
sessions provide a valuable
opportunity to pick up on new
ideas and to keep pace with the 
developments shaping industry and manufacturing.

www.industry.co.uk

WANTED - Quality Manager
SPROMAK are a manufacture of Specialised Pipe
Connections from closed and open die forgings in
all materials.

The applicant should have knowledge of
metallurgy preferably at degree level, or
experience in that field, and knowledge of NDT
testing would be an advantage.

They will be responsible for the Management of
the Quality System which is operated to ISO 9001
and managing the daily workload of the
department raising the necessary certification etc
and liaising with our production and sales
departments to insure the high quality of our
manufacturing standard is maintained.

Applications will be treated with the strictest of
confidence and should be sent with full CV to 

Mr Paul Sproson
Managing Director, Spromak Ltd, 11G Wilson
Road, Huyton Business Park, Merseyside
L36 6AN  Email paul@spromak.co.uk

Available for work:
DIE & TOOL DESIGN ENGINEER
Experience in:
general hot/upset forging, fasteners, near net
shape warm forging/extrusion

Contact
Email: foydf@bigfoot.com
Tel: 01384 864 036  Mobile: 07765 679 219

The eight events run so far this year have
attracted a total of 300 delegates.  CBM
has further events planned, running from
September to December.
CBM has linked up with The Royal Bank of Scotland
to run a finance event on 9th October which focuses
on “Buying & Selling Companies”.  On 21 October
CBM covers “Metallurgy for non-Metallurgists” and
already have plenty of delegates registered.  Details

for Simulation, and Heat treatment events are being
confirmed.  In December there will be a “2012 –
Winning business” event.

If you have any suggestions for other events you
would like us to convene please email
alan.arthur@britishmetalforming.com.  We are trying
to provide a balanced programme serving the
specific requirements of the three sectors and
addressing some of the broader issues.

CBM EVENTS UPDATE

INTERBUILD 2008 
- THE BUILDING SHOW

will be staged over five days between Sunday 26
October and Thursday 30 October at the NEC
in Birmingham. Established since 1895, Interbuild
is the UK’s most comprehensive event on the
construction calendar. The range of visitors is wide
and varied from all levels of the market - from
multi-disciplined specifiers through to specialist
contractors, general builders, installers and end
users.  A total of 44,061 people visited the 2007
event, 5,500 visitors were
working on live projects to a
total value of £17.4bn; which
represented a £1.2 billion
increase on the previous
show. 
www.interbuild.com 

Northern Manufacturing Technology 2008 
promotes sustainability 1-2 October Sheffield

EuroBLECH 2008: Mega Event for Sheet Metal Working
When EuroBLECH opens its doors from 21-25 October 2008 in Hanover, Germany, 
it will be the 20th International Technology Exhibition for Sheet Metal Working. 
1495 exhibitors from all around the world will showcase their innovative products and services. 

Visitors will have the choice of a highly international range of products and services covering the entire sheet
metal working technology chain. High-tech as well as conventional machinery and tools will be on display. In
particular, the technology sectors of separation, flexible sheet metal working, joining/fastening and tool
technology have extended and the division of the exhibition halls has therefore been slightly changed. 

EuroBLECH 2008 is open from Tuesday 21 October to Friday 24 October 2008. Tickets can be ordered at
www.euroblech.com.

Fastener Fair in Budapest
A new Fastener Fair exhibition takes place in Budapest 22nd / 23rd September. This is the first venture in
Eastern Europe by Fastener Fairs Ltd, which is well known for the fastener exhibitions held every two
years in Stuttgart and Coventry. As of 31st July, about 160 exhibitors from around the world had
registered, which will make this show larger than the Coventry event in June this year.

The unique Fastener Fair Budapest event will take place at the modern and centrally located SYMA Event Centre.
The event’s organiser, Jerry Ramsdale, sees the show as being the catalyst for a major move towards greater
investment in industry in Eastern Europe, following many years in which China and the Far East have been the
destinations of choice for global manufacturers. 

“Major producers no longer automatically think of China and the Far East as the places they have to invest in,” he
explains. “In fact, the cost of doing business there is growing very dramatically – with raw materials, labour and
shipping costs becoming prohibitively expensive. That’s why there is now a new focus on investing in Eastern
Europe, or what many western European investors see as the ‘near east’.” 

“This really will be a defining event for the industry in eastern Europe,” concludes Ramsdale, “and we can all look
forward to a lot of very profitable business being conducted, not to mention some very enjoyable networking!” To
pre-register for free entry to Fastener Fair Budapest, visit www.fastenerfair.com and follow the links.




